
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
17 FEBRUARY 2016 

7:30PM 
REGULAR MEETING  

MINUTES 
 
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a Regular Meeting on February 17, 2016 at 7:30 P.M.  at Village 
Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509.   

Attendees:  Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig  
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini   
Trustees; Mary Bryde, Tom Boissonnault, Erin Meagher 
Village Engineer:  John Folchetti   
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé  
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 

 

Pledge to flag. 

 

Notation of Exits 

Regular Meeting 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

1. Monthly Reports 
1.1. Engineer’s Report – Todd Atkinson of J.R. Folchetti & Associates delivers the engineers report.  Trustee 

Bryde asks about the broken RBC and its purpose in the process.  Mr. Atkinson explains the function of 
the RBC and the extent of the damage.  Quotes are being secured for repair. Clerk Hansen asks about the 
high amperage circuits tripping.  Mr. Atkinson says we need to have a process engineer further review the 
circumstances regarding the root cause.  The professional electrical review is expected to cost upward of 
$4,500.  Mayor Schoenig asks if we have heard from Severn Trent regarding the billing dispute.  Clerk 
Hansen says no further correspondence has been received.  Mayor Schoenig asks if the engineer is 
working on the EOHWC response on maintenance.  Mr. Atkinson says they are preparing estimates.  
Trustee Meagher asks if the sink hole is getting worse at the green lot.  Mr. Atkinson says the more heavy 
rain events the worse it gets.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept Engineer’s report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all 
in favor 5 to 0.  A copy of the report is appended to these minutes. 

1.2. Code Enforcement Report – tabled until March 17th.   
1.3. Planning Board Report – George Gaspar delivers the January Planning board report.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 

motions to accept the Planning Board Report for December, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  Copy is 
attached to these minutes. 

1.4. Police Report – Chief Del Gardo delivers the January Police report.  Trustee Bryde says it seems that 
January was a busy month.  Trustee Bryde asks where the large fights took place.  Chief says both were 
bar fights outside village limits.  Trustee Bryde asks about the report of shots fired.  Chief Del Gardo says 
it turned out to be firecrackers on Railroad Avenue.  Trustee Bryde questioned the thirteen reported 
accidents.  Chief Del Gardo said all but one were in the village.  Trustee Bryde questions the eight 
disorderly persons and the nature of the conduct.  Chief Del Gardo says the people involved were loud, 
obnoxious and on the verge of fighting.  Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if we see someone intoxicated walking 
down the street what should be done.  Chief Del Gardo says call the police and let them know.  Deputy 
Mayor Piccini asks the Chief to explain the process.  Chief Del Gardo says the offenders are issued 
appearance tickets and a court date is set.  The offender is also taken off the street depending on their 
condition determines where they may be taken.  Trustee Bryde asks if the four intoxicated males were 
the ones we caught.  Chief Del Gardo says yes, those are the ones we ticketed.  Trustee Meagher asks 
who the new community affairs officer will be.  Chief Del Gardo says it is uncertain at the moment but 
there are a couple of possibilities.  Mayor Schoenig asks how many 911 calls were outside the village.  
Chief Del Gardo says there were four.  Trustee Meagher asks if one of the bar fights was at La Frontera.  



Chief Del Gardo says it was.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the monthly police report, Deputy Mayor 
Piccini 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  Copy is attached to these minutes. 

1.5. Zoning Board of Appeals Report – Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the ZBA report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all 
in favor 5 to 0.  Copy is attached to these minutes. 

2. Set date for Public Hearing – Draft Local Law – Parking restriction revisions 
2.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to set the public hearing for March 2, 2016 at 7:30 PM at Village Hall, 50 

Main St. Brewster, NY 10509, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.   
3. Set date for Work Session – Urban Renewal Plan 

3.1. The Urban renewal time line currently includes a February 24, 2016 meeting to provide more information 
to the public and answer queries.  We will also be receiving the Planning Board report on the Urban 
Renewal Plan shortly.  We should set work sessions after the Village Board’s public hearing occurs.  We 
have the draft qualified approval from the Planning Board.  We will have then had the public hearing and 
results from the Village Board public hearing.  We know we will need to make ministerial changes to the 
Plan that have already been identified and it is unknown at this time if there will be any substantive 
changes.  Deputy Mayor Piccini suggests March 14 and 15, 2016 as work sessions.  February 24, 2016 is 
the St. Lawrence Gymnasium information session.  The Board of Trustees Public Hearing is expected to be 
held on March 9, 2016.  That leaves March 23rd, March 30th, and April 6th for findings and possible 
adoption of the plan. 

4. Set date for Public Hearing – Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to hold the Urban Renewal Plan Public Hearing on March 
9, 2016 at St. Lawrence Gymnasium 34-36 Prospect Street at 7:30 PM, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

5. Deputy Mayor motions to set two work sessions; one on March 14th at 6:30 P.M. with no established end time, and 
March 15th at 6:30 P.M. ending at 7:30 P.M. at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509 Mayor Schoenig 2nd, 
all in favor 5 to 0. 

6. Endeavor Financial Development Services – Grants – Clerk Hansen says that the proposal is not yet perfect and has 
not been reviewed by Counsel as yet.  Trustee Meagher says we should reach out to former Kent Supervisor 
Kathleen Doherty as she is proficient at writing grants and has excellent results.  Clerk Hansen suggests that Trustee 
Meagher review that alternative and report back to the Board at the next meeting. 

7. Marketing & Branding proposal – Clerk Hansen says this is another look at the proposal provided at the last meeting.  
Trustee Bryde asks if we can meet with the person prior to establishing a relationship.  Clerk Hansen says absolutely.  
Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to change the March 2, 2016 regular meeting to start at 7 P.M. to enter executive 
session and discuss contractual information with the principal prior to making any decision, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in 
favor 5 to 0.  

8. Correspondence Sent/Received for January, 2015 
8.1. Trustee Bryde asks if we were notified about the pricing for the telephone service prior to receiving the 

letter.  Clerk Hansen says we did meet with them to discuss renewal prior to the letter.  Trustee Bryde 
says the Presidential primary at 50 Main Street will impact the Planning Board meeting scheduled for  
April 19, 2016.  Planning Board Chair George Gaspar will establish an alternative date and provide the 
clerk with the information to notice the changed meeting date in advance. Trustee Bryde asks if the NYS 
Comptroller letter asking for pay dates is a normal course of business. Clerk Hansen says it is an annual 
letter we receive.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the correspondence sent & received for January, 
Trustee Meagher 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

9. Minutes for approval; 
9.1. February 3, 2016 – Trustee Bryde motions to accept the February 3rd minutes, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all 

in favor 5 to 0. 
10. Vouchers Payable – Deputy Mayor Piccini reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 

10.1. A - GENERAL FUND $24,926.26 
10.2. C - REFUSE & GARBAGE 17,524.52 
10.3. EN - ENGINEERING FEES ESCROW 3,055.00 
10.4. F - WATER FUND 6,929.09 
10.5. G - SEWER FUND 29,720.92 
10.6. T - TRUST & AGENCY 5,609.53  

Total Vouchers Payable $87,765.32 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

11. Other Business 
11.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini 



11.1.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini is still working on fee schedule revisions. 
11.1.2. Deputy Mayor Piccini discusses the St. Lawrence public information session with plans to set up a table 

of professionals who will present, field and respond to the public’s questions.  The session will be run 
similarly to the public engagement sessions we held on the Comprehensive Plan update.  Index cards will 
be provided for those who do not want to speak publicly but we will ask them to put their name on the 
card.  The meeting will be videoed and made available for the public to purchase.  The Board of Trustees 
will be in attendance but is not expected to field questions.  Presentation materials will be provided by the 
presenters.  Deputy Mayor Piccini asks Clerk Hansen to send an email promoting the informational 
meeting. 

11.1.3. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if we can move the trash pickup a little earlier than 7AM on side streets.   
11.2. Trustee Meagher 

11.2.1. Trustee Meagher says there is a risk if we move the trash pickup time earlier to 6AM.  Deputy Mayor 
Piccini says there are trash cans left on the streets all day when pickup is later in the morning.   

11.2.2. Trustee Meagher says “BigBelly” has changed their representative and they are currently trying to get 
the tonnage for the Main Street cans from Suburban Carting.  Trustee Boissonnault asks how they will be 
doing that.  Trustee Meagher says that Suburban runs a separate route for Main Street and they can 
provide this information for “BigBelly.”   

11.3. Trustee Bryde 
11.3.1. Trustee Bryde thanks Clerk Hansen for reaching out to Westchester Community College for course 

feedback. 
11.3.2. Trustee Bryde confirms attendance at David D. Bruen Reading Room dedication. 

11.4. Trustee Boissonnault 
11.4.1. Trustee Boissonnault says that opening day for Wells Park with a confirmed concert is May 15th, and 

additional concert dates of June 25th, July 30th and September 24th.  Trustee Boissonnault says movie nights 
are tentatively scheduled for June, July, August, and we have three sponsors for those events – firm dates 
are not yet set.  Now that we have dates for the concerts we will seek sponsors for those events.   

11.5. Mayor Schoenig 
11.5.1. Mayor Schoenig asks if the farmers market is set to go.  Jack Gress says the tentative opening date is 

June 11th but a formal application will be provided to the board with specifics. 
11.5.2. Mayor Schoenig asks that Peaceable Hill water rate increase be a subject for the March 2nd meeting. 

12. New Business 
12.1. Trustee Boissonnault 

12.1.1. Trustee Boissonnault suggests sponsoring a girl’s little league softball team using the Village of Brewster 
name.  Counsel Molé says it is okay to use the name as long as village monies are not used.  Some Village 
Board members are willing to provide private funding for this endeavor. 

13. Public Comment  
13.1. Rick Stockburger says a snow ordinance sign on route 22 is needed.   
13.2. Rick Stockburger suggests having the Grant writer submit an application for funding to Environmental 

Facilities Corporation for power backup at Well field. 
13.3. Janet Ward asks when the video of the February 24, 2016 meeting might be available through FOIL.  

Clerk Hansen says he does not know and it will depend on the size of the video file but does expect to be 
able to respond within the 5 day turnaround time specified in the state code. 

13.4. Janet Ward asks if work session can be attended by public.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says yes the public can 
attend but there is no public comment at a work session. 

13.5. Erin Meagher suggests putting the February 24th video on the cable public access channel. 
14. Mayor Schoenig motions to adjourn, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
  







 













  
  



February 8, 2016 

 

Attention: Peter Hansen & Village Trustees 

 

Reference: January ZBA Activity 

 

Please be advised we had no activity for the month of January. 

Best Regards, 

 

Todd Gianguzzi ZBA, Chairman 
 


